
Classrooms  are  places  where  little  eurekas  happen—and  

teachers  live  for  them.  The  sixth-­grader  struggling  with  the  

instruction  like  “solve  for  x”  means—and  then  all  at  once,  

perfect  little  word  picture  to  prove  it.  For  Hélène  Cha-­Philippe,  

said,  “I  eat  the  teacher.”  

was  “Je  mange  le  professeur.”  Then  she  laughed  in  delight  

manger  and  

she  had  crossed  a  threshold.  

of  people  who  know  two  or  more  languages  are  different  from  

reasoning,  at  multitasking,  at  grasping  and  reconciling  
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languages  she  knows.  Those  sounds,  with  their  characteristic  

of  the  children  were  monolingual  English  speakers;;  the  

language  common  in  parts  of  Canada  where  there  are  high  

concentrations  of  Filipino  immigrants.  

multiple  languages,  those  with  monolingual  moms  sucked  

adults  reciting  lines  from  The  Little  Prince  in  English  and  

that  indicated  their  interest  and  recognition.  From  4  to  6  

something  to  do  with  getting  coats  on  for  recess  or  hands  

Now  I  hear  them  at  recess,  mixing  Mandarin  and  English.  

schools—what  the  teachers  call  “pair-­share,”  with  kids  

The  students  are  taught  to  read  and  write  in  traditional  

the  state  and  millennial  parents  seeing  the  need  for  language  



director  for  advanced  learning  in  the  Granite  school  district.  

program  take  advanced-­placement  courses  in  ninth.  For  

toward  launching  their  own.  

The  Polyglot  Brain  

decided  to  test  that  idea  when  it  comes  to  multilingualism,  

undergo  a  grueling  program  that  takes  them  from  no  

in  medicine  or  cognitive  science  for  the  same  length  of  time.  

At  the  end  of  the  period,  all  the  students  were  rescanned.  

cortex,  where  higher-­order  reasoning  is  processed.  Among  

the  other  students  there  were  no  such  changes.  

Brain  Be  Nimble  

how  it  functions—that  argue  most  for  learning  additional  

scientists  call  task  switching  and  what  the  rest  of  us  call  

e-­mail  to  pick  up  the  phone,  then  interrupt  the  phone  call  to  

the  word  matching  the  actual  color  of  the  letters,  and  are  told  

are  faster  and  make  fewer  mistakes  than  monolinguals.  



over  monolingual  classmates,  colleagues  and  others.  

The  advantages  of  multilingualism  in  the  senior  population  

measure.  Cognitive  neuroscientist  Brian  Gold  of  the  

group  on  several  of  the  familiar  task-­switching  tests  and  

seniors  suffering  from  serious  age-­related  cognitive  decline  

and  those  who  are  still  high  functioning  and  estimates  that  on  

The  children  in  the  Utah  grammar  schools  are,  of  course,  

their  language  talents  still  on  a  steep  upward  arc.  The  

that  growing  demand.  

Third-­grade  French  teacher  Georgia  Geerling  had  never  
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